
Trail Historic Resources -Interpretive Signs
• In 1996 and again in 1998, AE hired the services of 

Christine Davis Consultants to perform a cultural 
resources survey of the recreational facilities There were 
four areas of historic significance.

• Cheat Mine and Tipple
• Historic Foundations at Morgan Run Farmstead
• Cheat Millstones
• Cheat Haven and Bruceton Railroad

AE has hired EA Engineering to work with the several  
individuals who have shown a desire to help develop 
signage that describes the rich history of Cheat Lake. 
This will include text summaries and not graphic media.



Cheat Lake Trail Comment

• I'd like to request that the Cheat Lake rail trail be made 
easily accessible to the residents of Greystone 
community on Cheat Lake. This would be a great 
service to the community. It is very inconvenient to have 
to travel all the way down Morgan's Run Road to use the 
trail.

AE does not own the property necessary to develop an 
accessible trail. 



Cheat Lake Park Comment

• Recycling bins need to be provided if they are not 
already available. The park gets a lot of use by both boat 
and land users during warm months and users need a 
place to recycle cans and bottles by the building as well 
as the other dock/picnic area nearby. 

AE has discussed this with our trash hauler and they are 
not interested in this project. The County also had no 
interest, unless they are subsidized. If some outside 
group has an interest in collecting the soda cans, AE will 
install the bins at the administration building and 
pavilions.



Cheat Lake Park Comment
• I believe if a little bit of advertising was done, perhaps in 

cooperation with BOPARC or a link off of their website, 
more people would know about the park and trail and 
have the opportunity to use it more often than it is 
currently being used. 

AE does not prevent anyone from advertising. We 
recently had a request from an outfit to list the lake on 
their website. (www.lakelubber.com/cheatlake). If 
anyone else is interested or aware of a site that may 
have an interest, let AE know.



Cheat Lake Park Comment
• Are people allowed to have parties (birthday, graduation, 

retirement, other celebrations), cookouts, family 
reunions, workplace outings, etc. at the park? Can the 
shelter or area near the boat docks be rented out? This 
kind of information, dates and times available, cost, first 
come, first serve, etc., and who to contact, needs to be 
provided to the community. 

AE will try to accommodate these functions. This is on a 
first come- first serve basis. Contact Park personnel for 
special events. AE recommends that an individual arrive 
early to start setting up and guarantee their reservation. 
AE will only permit reserving  one of the pavilions per 
day. NO ALCOHOL









Sheepskin Trail Connection Comments

• The Sheepskin Trail passes within a very short distance of the 
parking area for the tailrace fishing. A small connection trail between 
the parking area and now-existing hiking/ biking trail along the lake 
would make the lake trail more accessible by both hikers and cyclist.

• I was disappointed that the proposed access link between the 
Sheepskin Trail and the Cheat Haven Trail has not been acted 
upon. Linking the Cheat Haven Trail to the Sheepskin Trail would 
provide a major impetus for completing the Sheepskin Trail.

• You propose modifying the security fence to allow connection 
between the Sheepskin Trail and the Cheat Haven Trail via Bunker 
Hill Road. Why has this trail-connecting modification not been done? 
The Borough of Point Marion is in the process of buying and building 
the Sheepskin Trail . Now is the time to open up the connection to 
the Sheepskin Trail. AE should construct an at-grade connection 
between the Cheat Haven and Sheepskin Trail.



Sheepskin Trail Connection Comments

• CLEAR is supportive of the establishment of a 
“Sheepskin Trail” that would extend from north of the 
area, to interface with the Cheat Lake Park and Trail at 
the Dam, that would extend over to and through Pt. 
Marion, PA, and then south along the Monongahela 
River to the WV State Line. 



History of Sheepskin Trail Connection

• May 2, 1995- AE Filed a recreation and land management plan with 
the public and agencies. This plan included the 4.5 mile Cheat 
Haven Trail.

• June 26, 1995- AE Filed a recreation and land management plan 
with the FERC. It was stated in the plan that based on concerns with 
local property owners, that AE would agree to help in constructing a 
connection to the Sheepskin Trail once it was completed. 

• April 11, 1997- Order Modifying and Approving Recreation and Land 
Management- FERC stated that because the Sheepskin Trail is not 
on project lands and did not increase access to the project waters, 
AE should construct the 4.5 mile trail, per the original plan. It also 
states that the licensee evaluate the possibility of providing a 
connection to the Sheepskin Trail once the trail is complete.



History of Sheepskin Trail Connection

• June 2000 -Cheat Lake Park and Trail opened to the 
Public.

• March 29, 2003- AE filed our Recreation Plan Update 
with the FERC- In the plan, AE notified the FERC that 
after 9/11/01 terrorist attacks, AE had modified the 
railroad right of way with additional security gates and 
fencing as required by a recent security assessment. 
Access to this right of way would allow the public to 
come in close proximity with the hydro station building. 



History of Sheepskin Trail Connection

• June 29, 2006 - 2006 Recreation Plan Update- AE 
notified the FERC that the old railroad spur that was 
formerly part of the Cheat Haven Railroad no longer 
existed. The cost to reconstruct the spur would be over 1 
million dollars. AE agreed to allow access from Bunker 
Hill Road and would provide security gate modifications, 
as necessary. 

• Summer 2006- AE requested that one year prior to trail 
construction at Lake Lynn that the Sheepskin Trail 
Committee provide a schedule and plans to allow AE to 
budget and plan for the modifications required. AE never 
heard from the trail committee again after these 
meetings. 



History of Sheepskin Trail Connection

• February 12, 2007-This order by the FERC order 
misstates that AE has modified the fencing to allow a 
connection between the two trails. This will be corrected 
in the update submitted to the FERC by April 1, 2009.

• January 16, 2009- A new FERC order was issued that 
requires AE to perform an additional security 
assessment of the facility in regards to terrorist attacks 
and to reevaluate vulnerabilities. This order will require 
AE to take a second look at this alternative and possibly 
require additional security measures before proceeding 
with any further modifications.



AE’s Response to Sheepskin Trail Connection Comments

• The Sheepskin Trail passes within a very short distance of the parking area 
for the tailrace fishing. A small connection trail between the parking area 
and now-existing hiking/ biking trail along the lake would make the lake trail 
more accessible by both hikers and cyclist.

Response: This comment addresses the Sheepskin Trail 
as if it is already exist. The connection discussed here 
would not be at grade as required by several of the 
comments received. This connection could be 
accomplished by following Lake Lynn Road and the  
transmission right away to Bunker Hill Road and could 
be a viable alternative that AE would consider.




